
PRAYER
G U I D E

WEEK 1

During these 21 Days of Prayer, we are 
asking our church to spend time daily 
with God in prayer.  The primary fo-
cus of this prayer time is on hearing 
the voice of our King, Jesus, and align-
ing our lives and our ministries to His 
agenda.  We hope this prayer guide will 
shape your hear t through the Scripture 
reading, challenge you with the devo-
tional thought, and guide your prayers 
so you can discern, submit to and live 
out what the King of kings and Lord of 
lords desires for your life.
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PRAYER FOR TODAY:
Father in heaven, I love you with my entire being. Help me 
today to express that love through my words and actions. 
As an expression of my love for you, let me love others with 
Jesus’ love: my family, coworkers, neighbors and brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Help me cling to that love when things go 
wrong today, when difficulties arise. Teach me, God, to love as 
you loved us when you gave your Son as our Savior and King. 
To the praise of your name, amen.

Day 7
SCRIPTURE READING – Luke 10:25-37
One expression of our wholehearted love for God is that 
we love our neighbor. In Luke’s account of this command, 
the lawyer famously asks Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” In 
answer, Jesus tells one of his most famous parables, The Good 
Samaritan. The priest passed by the needy man, as did the 
worship leader, but the Samaritan stopped to aid him at his 
own expense and time. To love our neighbor is to stop what 
we are doing and go to some trouble to intervene to provide 
practical assistance. It is showing mercy. God has been merci-
ful to us, and we in turn show our neighbors mercy. This is the 
second and greatest of God’s commands.  Are we too busy 
to love others? Too busy to stop what we are doing and show 
the mercy of Jesus to someone in need? 

PRAYER FOR TODAY:
My Father, you have made clear to me in your word that 
I am called to love: to love you first and foremost, to love 
my neighbors, to love my fellow believers, even to love 
my enemies. God, please help me love my neighbor today. 
Open a door for me to make a difference in someone’s 
life. Don’t let me miss an open window of opportunity. 
Prompt me by your Holy Spirit and give me wisdom in 
how best to respond. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING – John 1:1-5
One of the most extraordinary things said about Jesus in the 
Gospels is noted in John 1:3: “Without him was not anything 
made that was made.”  Think about that for a moment.  The 
world we live in, including all the universe, the billions of stars, 
the sun and moon, the continents and oceans, the majestic 
peaks and Grand Canyon, the eagles that fly, the lions that 
roar – Jesus Christ created all.  The same Jesus who died on 
the cross for us, who said, “Follow me,” who healed the sick 
and the blind and raised Lazarus – created the world.  He 
created you!

PRAYER FOR TODAY:
I praise you, God, for you not only creating the universe, but 
you created me and breathed the breath of life into my lungs.  
I praise you that I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  I praise 
you for giving me life, breath and every good and perfect gift 
that makes my life possible. God, I exalt you as Creator and 
submit my life to you to fulfill every good work you have 
planned for me today.  May every step I take today be to the 
praise and glory of Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords, who is my King.  I will live the King’s agenda today, amen.

SCRIPTURE READING – Matthew 11:27-30
A yoke was a wooden frame for joining oxen to do the heavy 
lifting in a hard job. It formed the tractor of Jesus’ day to work 
the fields or haul a huge load. For the Jews of Jesus’ day, the 
law had been turned into a heavy burden, a crushing yoke, 
impossible to fulfill. Jesus offered a better way, walking with 
him by faith. He knew God the Father and the love of the Fa-
ther, and he knew that to walk with God should give rest, not 
a crushing load. Are you tired? In need of rest? Aren’t we all? 
Let Jesus take the weight off your shoulders. Let Christ lighten 
your load. He doesn’t promise all your problems will disap-
pear; he does promise to walk with you through all of them. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY:
Heavenly Father, I want the rest that comes from walking with 
Jesus. I need it. Please take the heavy load of all that makes my 
life hard and carry them for me (tell God what those things 
are, if you’d like to do so). And I pray not only for myself, 
but for others who feel the crushing burden of life weighing 
them down. (Mention those people by name here.) Thank 
you, Father, for the promise of rest. Thank you for shouldering 
my burdens for me. And thank you not only for rest today, 
but for the great promise of everlasting rest through Jesus 
Christ, amen.

SCRIPTURE READING – Luke 9:22-27
The cross and the Easter resurrection of Jesus are the very 
heart of our gospel. When our king Jesus died for us, he 
opened wide for us the door to his kingdom. The temptation 
Jesus describes here is to go hard after this world’s agen-
da, whatever that may be, even gaining it but, in the process, 
losing one’s self. We might “gain” something temporarily, like 
money, power, earthly pleasure or success, but if our soul is 
lost, if eternity with Jesus is lost, woe to us. Instead, our King 
says, “Follow me.” When we repent and trust Jesus, the King 
calls us to live walking with Him. We turn in a new direc-
tion and submit to the King’s agenda, following Him and His 
desires for our lives. How are you submitting to the King’s 
agenda for your life?

PRAYER FOR TODAY:
It amazes me, Father, that today I can walk with King Jesus in 
a life of joyful service to you. Help me today to notice the 
opportunities you place in front of me. Help me to serve 
others with gladness, with the strength you supply me, com-
municating the love of Jesus. Take my life, Father, and let it be 
set apart to you and your agenda for the benefit of others 
and the building up of your kingdom. In Jesus’ name, amen.

SCRIPTURE READING – Luke 5:27-32
Consider whom Jesus was calling when he called Levi (Mat-
thew).  A tax collector, Levi, was considered an outcast by the 
Jews for the time, because he was working for the Roman 
occupiers and collecting more taxes than required to pad 
his own pockets.  But that’s just the kind of a person Jesus 
came to seek, a sinner in need of saving.  When Jesus said to 
Levi, “Follow me,” that’s what he did.  He left everything and 
followed Jesus.  Following Jesus requires submission to Him.  
Jesus is our Lord and King.  Following Him may require leaving 
behind some stuff.  It certainly means a change of direction.  

PRAYER FOR TODAY:
Father, today I acknowledge Jesus Christ is my Master.  He’s 
my King.  I submit my day, week my life to Him.  I yield my ev-
ery circumstance to your loving lordship and leadership in my 
life.  Like Levi, I leave my stuff behind to follow Jesus, knowing 
He has my well-being in view.  

SCRIPTURE READING – John 6:35-40
Hunger and thirst are cravings common to all people. Jesus 
acknowledges here that each of us has a spiritual craving as 
well as a physical one. Deep inside us we have a gnawing 
need for something more. People try many things to quell 
that inner spiritual gnawing hunger and thirst, from food to 
sex to success to money to power and on and on the list 
goes. But nothing satisfies. Jesus came to offer what alone 
will satisfy our hunger – himself. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY:
My Father, what an extraordinary gift you have given – your 
Son. Thank you for sending us the Bread of Life. By your grace 
and the Holy Spirit, help me to keep walking with Jesus. Keep 
me from straying off the path of faithfulness and wandering 
after distractions that will never satisfy. I want to keep trusting 
in Jesus no matter what. And I pray for my family, my friends, 

our church – God, keep us trusting, keep us believing, keep us 
hoping in the One True Source of Life, Jesus. Keep us follow-
ing the Leader you have given us, the Bread of Life, King Jesus. 
Help me today to point others to him. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING – Matthew 22:34-40
In this exchange about the law, religious leaders are trying to 
cause Jesus trouble. Which of God’s commands is the great-
est? Jesus answers brilliantly. Who can argue? After all, every 
Jewish child was taught to love God with their entire being 
as a “first principle” (see Deuteronomy 6:5). And now Jesus 
teaches us the same. Love God totally; love Him with your 
entire being.  What do you think it means to love God with 
your entire being? To love Him with “all” yourself? Today, as 
you do your job, interact with family and friends and use your 
spiritual gifts in the life of your church, how can you do those 
things in a way that expresses your wholehearted love for God?


