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Sermon Summary 
One of the great truths in the Bible deals with the idea of “belonging” and having a deep sense of connection to something 

other than yourself.  We all have identifying markers. We are citizens of a country, state, city. We are graduates of high 

schools and colleges; we belong to different organizations. All of those things mean something to us and say something 

about us.  

That is also true in the most profound ways about our citizenship in the kingdom of God and our membership in the body 

of Christ. Every king has a kingdom, and, in every kingdom, there are values that reflect the beliefs and behaviors of the 

king. 

Because of salvation we are citizens of a heavenly kingdom and we are caught between the world in which we are living 

today and the world for which we should be living, the kingdom of God, the place where we are going to spend eternity. 

Rhythm in our relationships and in our connection to Christian community is important because it is a way to demonstrate 
commitment. Regularity and continuity are critical if we are going to live out the values of what it means to be a follower 
of Jesus. 

 

We Must Connect Regularly in Community 
The Christian Community Forms a Diverse Church 
The church and its relationships are different from that of society at large.  We are the city of God, not the city of man.  

We have different values and aspire to different ideals. 

1. We embrace people who are different from us – vs. 17 

2. We accept the leadership of those appointed by Jesus – vs. 13-16 

3. We recognize the brokenness of humanity – vs. 17-18 

 

 

Christian Community Embraces a Different Value System 
Christians can deal with poverty, persecution, grief easier than those that are not tied to power, comfort, success, 

recognition because their heart is not set on these things and they know that if they do not get them in this world they 

will enjoy them in the world to come.  

 

 

Christian Community Taps into Supernatural Power 
The church is not made up of natural friends, but of natural enemies. The power to make friends, to be different than 

the world, and to live as a child of God comes from the transformation that results in your being a child of God. 
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Small Group Guide 
 

Ice Breaker and Introduction 
• What is the largest crowd that you have ever been a part of? 

• What significant worship experiences have you had in a large group? 

• What is your favorite aspect of being part of a church? 

• Read Sermon Summary 

• Read Luke 6:17-36 
  

What Does the Bible Say? 
• What different groups made up the crowd to which Jesus gave this sermon? (vs. 17) 

• What effect did Jesus’ presence have on the crowd? (vs. 18-19) 

• Why did the crowd gather? (vs. 18-19) 

• What four groups did Jesus single out for receiving a blessing? (vs. 20-22) 

• What response to hardship did Jesus encourage His disciples to have? (vs. 23) 

 

How Does It Apply to Me? 
• What contemporary groups resemble the ones Jesus spoke to in this sermon? 

• To what conditions other than material poverty could Jesus have been referring when He said, “Blessed are the 
poor”? 

• What effect do you think Jesus’ words had on the crowd? 

• In what specific areas of life do Jesus’ promised blessings and woes touch you? 

• In what ways are these words of Jesus comforting?  Challenging? 

• What is realistic or unrealistic about the kind of love Jesus wants us to show? 
 

What Do I Need to Do with This? 
• What is one way you can store up rewards in heaven this week? 

• In what way can you nurture the qualities that Jesus described as blessed? 

• Whom can you encourage with Jesus’ words this week? 

• How can you remember to do good to someone who is unkind to you this week? 

 


